
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Help Line: 530-979-4338 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm   

 Sunday: 8am, 9:30am, 11:30am, 7pm   

 Domingo: 1:00pm  (Spanish) 
Newman Mass: 9 pm (during school year) 

Weekday   
 Monday through Friday: 7:00am   

 Saturday: 8:00am  

 Reconciliation   
 Saturday: 4:00pm,   
or by appointment 

 Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

 Monday: 7:00am - 5:00pm 
Thursday: 6:00pm - 9:00pm 

St. James Catholic Church 

January 12, 2020 | The Baptism of the Lord 

1275 B Street Davis, CA 95616-2003   
Tel: (530) 756-3636 -- Fax: (530)756-5342 
www.stjamesdavis.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-4:30pm 

THIS WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS 
Day       Time          Intentions for 

1/13     7:00am     Steven Seybold  

1/14    7:00am   David Day    

1/15    7:00am   Izzy Polin  

1/16    7:00am   Mary Ochoa INT  

1/17    7:00am   Mary Collins Ring  

1/18    8:00am   Alexandra Gormley INT  

    5:30pm   Eugenia Agtarap  

1/19    8:00am    Romulo Bersamina

              9:30am    Mass for the People   

    11:30am    Tom Lyons  

      1:00pm    Enrique Avila   

    7:00pm   Jim Cheney   

Our  
Mission Statement-- 
St. James Catholic Church is a 
community united by faith in 
God and nourished by Jesus 
through both the Word and the 
Eucharist. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit, we share the message of 
hope, mercy, and love. We seek 
justice and righteousness for all 
through prayer, faith formation,  
evangelization, stewardship,  
fellowship, and social justice.  
We welcome all to the joyous 
celebration of our Faith.  

Nuestra Misión.- 
La iglesia católica de St. James es 
una comunidad unida por la fé en 
Dios y nutrida por Jesus por me-
dio de la Palabra y la Eucaristía. 
Guiados por el Espíritu Santo, 
compartimos el mensaje de espe-
ranza, misericordia y amor. Bus-
camos justicia para todos por me-
dio de la oración, formación de la 
fe, evangelización, compañerismo 
y justicia social. Invitamos a to-
dos a la alegre celebración de 
nuestra Fé. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

The Pastoral Offices will be closed on 
January 20, 2020 in observance of  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  
We will reopen on Tuesday,  
January 21, 2020 at 8am.  
Have a fun and safe holiday! 



Up Coming Events:   The Baptism of the Lord  
January 12, 2020 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — Isaiah speaks of the 
Servant whom the LORD upholds; he 
shall bring forth justice to the nations 
(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7). 
Psalm — The Lord will bless his 
people with peace (Psalm 29). 
Second Reading — Jesus was anointed 
by God with the Holy Spirit; he went 
out healing and doing good 
(Acts 10:34-38). 
Gospel — A voice comes from heaven 
proclaiming Jesus as the beloved Son, 
with whom God is well pleased 
(Matthew 3:13-17). 
 

READINGS FOR THE  
WEEK 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; 
Mk 1:14‑20 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1,  
4-8abcd; Mk 1:21‑28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 
40:2, 5, 7-10; Mk 1:29‑39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 
14-15, 24-25; Mk 1:40‑45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-
19; Mk 2:1‑12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a;  
Ps 21:2-7;  Mk 2:13‑17 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 
1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34  
 

SAINTS & SPECIAL  
OBSERVANCES  
Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord 
Monday: First Week in Ordinary Time; 
St. Hilary 
Friday: St. Anthony 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
begins  
 
 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
January 12, 2020 
A voice came from the heavens, saying, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.” 
— Matthew 3:17  

STAFF AT ST. JAMES 
 

Fr. Rey Bersabal, Pastor 
   rbersabal@stjamesdavis.net 
Fr. Andres Emmanuelli, Parochial 
Vicar 
   aemmanuelli@stjamesdavis.net 
Deacon Sam Colenzo,               ext. 261 
    scolenzo@stjamesdavis.net 
Deacon Joe O’Donnell,             ext. 209 
    jodonnell@stjamesdavis.net 
Pattie Kelleher, Office Manager,      
    pkelleher@stjamesdavis.net   ext. 200 
Josephine Mislang, CFF, 
    jmislang@stjamesdavis.net    ext. 208 
Alma Ponce, FF Admin Asst       ext.210 
faithformation@stjamesdavis.net   
Marcia Berry,  Baptism, Marriage & 
Facilities Manager                     ext. 202 
mberry@stjamesdavis.net 
Leslie Kuss,  Pastoral Care  
  leslie.kuss@gmail.com (530) 902-0053 
Kathryn Thorpe, Pastoral Care  
  kthorpe@dcn.org       (530)792-1069   

Michelle Elfrink, Bookkeeper 
  melfrink@stjamesdavis.net      ext. 205 
R.C.I.A-Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults-Maria Saldana                                  
rcia@stjamesdavis.net              ext. 207 
PARISH SCHOOL   
Office: (530) 756-3946 
     Heather Church,  SJS Principal 
            hchurch@sjsdavis.com  
NEWMAN CENTER  
      Vince Nims, Director 
 www.davisnewman.org 

 

Weekly Collection 
 

December  
 12/1/19       $16,559.88 
              12/8/19       $19,905.53 
              12/15/19     $14,356.90 
              12/22/19     $13,020.95 
              12/25/19     $23,223.99 
              12/29/20    $16,220.50 
 

January  
              1/5/20         $15,751.51 
 
 
 

1/13 Monday:  
-New Men Reading Group 7am  
-Eucharistic Adoration 8am –5pm 
-Environmental Justice Meeting-6:45pm 
-Gospel Justice Meeting--7:15pm 
 

1/14 Tuesday 
-Liturgy Meeting-3:30pm  
-Vida Nueva-7pm 
-Adult Basketball-7pm 
 

1/15 Wednesday:  
-Women’s Scripture Study-9:45am 
-Bereavement Ministry-10:30am  
-Grupo de Oracion para Adultos-6:30pm  
-Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation- 
6:45pm 
-Newman Center Basketball-8pm 
-RCIA —7pm  
 

1/16 Thursday- 
-Eucharistic Adoration-6pm 
-St. Vincent de Paul Meeting-7pm  
 

1/17 Friday 
-Men’s Scripture Study-7am 
-35+ Adult Basketball-7pm 
 

1/18 Saturday:  
-The Bible Timeline: the Story of  
Salvation-9:30am 
-Funeral-Barbara Inderbitzen-11am 
-Reconciliation in Church-4pm 
-Mass-5:30pm 
 

1/19 Sunday:  
-Regular  Mass Schedule 

 

EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION 

2020 is here and it's time to  
spend an hour with the Lord. 
 
ADORATION HOURS; 
Monday: After 7:00 a.m. Mass  
Until 5:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday: 6:00 til 9:00 p.m 
in St. James Chapel. 

 



ST. JAMES SCHOOL—
PARISH CONNECTION 

 

Mark your calendars for important 
dates in January: 
St. James School will be hosting a 
Transitional Kindergarten and  
Kindergarten Information Night on 
Thursday, January 23 at 6:00pm.  Our 
Transitional Kindergarten and  
Kindergarten programs are all day.  
Transitional Kindergarten students 
must be 4-years-old by September 1, 
2020.  Kindergarten students must be  
5-years-old by September 1, 2020. 
 

Following the 9:30am Catholic 
Schools Week Mass, St. James School 
will be hosting our Transitional  
Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
Open House Sunday, January 26 from 
11:00am-12:30pm. 
 

Please share these dates with your  
family and friends.  We hope to see 
you there! 

       ~Heather Church, Principal 
 

FAITH FORMATION  
 

 
JANUARY & FEBRUARY SCHEDULE:  

PLEASE NOTE 
NO FAITH FORMATION 1/19 & 1/26 

 
 
 

 
Due to Martin Luther King Holiday and no classroom availability, there 
will be no classes on the above mentioned dates. Please follow the class 
syllabus, say basic daily prayers and attend weekly mass. 

 (All Classes resume 2/2) 
 
 

******************************************************************** 
 

 
 
 

NO FAITH FORMATION 2/9 & 2/16 
(All Classes resume 2/23) 

 
 
 

Due to President’s day holiday, there will be no classes on the above 
mentioned dates.  
 

Please follow the class syllabus, say basic daily prayers  
and attend weekly mass. 

FEBRUARY  WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
Do you have a wedding anniversary in 
February?  Fr. Rey would like to  
recognize all  February wedding  
anniversaries on the first Sunday of  
February during Mass. Email your  
information to Marcia at 
mberry@stjamesdavis.net  or call the 
office at 530-756-3636. 

         
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 2019  

“REPORT OF GRATITIUDE” 
 

This New Year, as we reflect with gratitude for the many blessings God has given us, 
Catholics throughout our Diocese are invited to visit scd.org to view the 2019 Annual 
Catholic Appeal “Report of Gratitude.” See how, together as Catholics, parishioners 
have made a real difference to our sisters and brothers in need. This year, more than 
261,000 individuals and families, were helped by 17 Northern California charities 
that received funds from the appeal.  
 
The 2019 Appeal is approaching 3.7 million in commitments o far. Our parish re-
ceived 25% of any gift made by parishioners here. If you have not yet participated , 
prayerfully consider a donation. No contribution, no act of charity is ever too small or 
insignificant. Thank you for your participation.  



The Vincentian Corner  
January 12, 2020- 
The Baptism of the Lord 
 

After Jesus was  
baptized, he saw the  
Spirit of God  
descending like a  
dove and a voice  
was heard “This  
is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” As we give to the poor, 
we also can hear these same words.  
As Vincentians help those who are  
suffering, they know in their hearts the 
truth of the words “you are my beloved 
in whom I am well pleased.” The fire of 
the Holy Spirit gives us each the grace 
to be God’s presence for another. As 
Benjamin Franklin once wrote, “The 
best thing to give: to a friend, your 
heart; to your child, a good example; to 
a mother, reverence; to your father,  
conduct that will make him proud of 
you; to yourself, respect; to all people, 
charity.” All that was precisely what 
Jesus Christ did. That was what St.  
Vincent de Paul and all God’s saints 
did.  May we be strengthened to do  
likewise. The St. James Conference of 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul meets 
on the third Thursday of each month at 
7:00 in the St. Patrick room of the  
Memorial Center. Consider being our 
guest on January 16 to get a first-hand 
introduction to the Vincentian calling.  

ENVIRONMENTAL  
JUSTICE 

"Love, overflowing with small  
gestures of mutual care, is also 
civic and political, and makes itself 
felt in every action that seeks to 
build a better world."  
(Laudato Si, #231) 
 
Let us build time into our busy lives 
to reflect on how we can take  
actions to help build a better world. 
Every one of us is capable of  
making a difference. 

We are preparing for the next season of 
ARISE which begins the first week of 
March, 2020 and runs during Lent.  
 
We have a workshop prepared for all 
interested parishioners on January 16th 
at 7pm in the St. Ignatius Room.  
Sr. Elizabeth O’Donnell, O.P. will  
present on the Theme of Season Four, 
which is all about forgiveness and  
reconciliation. These are so needed in 
our live, in our parishes and in the 
world right now. She will discuss way 
to assist us to understand the process of 
grief, forgiveness for healing within 
our relationships and small groups. 
Come and join us! This is a wonderful 
opportunity to learn and grow in the 
New Year! All are welcome.  

 

NEW MEMBERS 
NEEDED 

The Stewardship Committee is looking 
for new members. Stewardship is a life
-long journey of deepening faith that 
brings us to the realization that our 
gifts of time, talent and treasure are to 
be used to serve and honor God. The 
Stewardship Committee sponsors the 
following activities:   
Ministry Market, Stewardship Com-
mitment Sunday, Bishop’s Appeal and  
Ministry to Travelers. Our role at St. 
James is to support the ministries of 
our parish. To learn more please call 
Tom Kesinger, 530-758-6566.  

THIS IS MY  
BELOVED SON 
 
This Sunday’s celebration of the Bap-
tism of the Lord closes the Christmas 
season. In the scriptures we see one 
more epiphany, or manifestation, of the 
Spirit of God in Jesus—but this time it 
is as an adult, rather than as a child. 
Jesus’ baptism also serves as the inau-
guration of his prophetic mission and 
the messianic age. 
Today’s reading from Isaiah describes 
God’s chosen Messiah, upon whom 
God’s spirit rests. In the Acts of the 
Apostles Peter says that “God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and power” (Acts 10:38). Finally, in 
the proclamation from Matthew’s Gos-
pel Jesus’ baptism in water goes almost 
unnoticed. The crucial moment comes 
when the Spirit of God comes upon 
Jesus and a voice from heaven echoes 
the words of Isaiah: “This is my be-
loved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

 
 
St Nicholas Giving Tree Project 2019 
681 gifts were returned. 
  
 
Thank you for your generosity! The agencies supported by the St. Nicholas Giving 
Tree project are extremely grateful for everything they receive. They count on these 
gifts every year. The generosity of this parish is unbelievable! 
Special thanks to: 

Nan Long for handling the gifts for Courtyard 
Faith Formation Director, Josephine Mislang, 
Faith Formation teachers and students for the star production and decorating. 
Gospel Justice Committee members  and Confirmation students for putting the 

labels on the stars, punching holes in the stars, and helping set up and deco-
rate the trees. 

Parishioners for supporting this parish-wide project for over 2 decades. 
                  ~Marcia Berry 



THE MARRIAGE  
MINISTRY CORNER 

 
The Church sees marriage as a mirror of 
Christ's love for His Church….a love 
that is permanent, that does not fail, that 
is faithful unto death. Find out how to 
have that kind of marriage.   
Join our Evenings for the Engaged  
program. Call Marcia Berry at  
530-756-3636  or 
mberry@stjamesdavis.net.   

 
 

ST. JAMES SCHOOL 
MUSIC PROGRAM  

DISNEYLAND  
FUNDRAISER 

JANUARY 25, 2020 
 
 

Our St. James Music Program Disneyland Performance is around the corner. We are 
having a pasta dinner to boost our fundraising efforts. This is a wonderful  

opportunity to enjoy a delicious dinner with our St. James community, while helping 
our music program reach their Disneyland fundraising goal. We hope your family 

can join us! Thank you in advance for your support of our St. James Music Program. 
 

Date:  January 25, 2020 
Time:   6:00pm-7:30pm 
Place:  Asmundson Room in the Memorial Center 
Dinner: Spaghetti with meat sauce, marinara sauce (no meat), bread, salad,  

brownie and water.  Soft drinks, wine and beer will be available 
for additional purchase.  

 

Family name:   

Number of Adult Meals ($12):  ___________________     

Number of Student Meals ($10):  _________________  

Total cost:   

Please make checks payable to St. James School and return to the school office  
no later than January 17th. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the date: Our next Baby Boomer Potluck will be Tuesday, January 28, 2020 in 
the Memorial Center, Asmundson Room from 5:50-7:30pm. Buffet style dinner will 
start at 6pm. We will provide pitchers of water. Bring any other beverage you would 
like to share. Feel free to bring your own plates, silverware and cups (we will have 
some available if needed.) 
 
Please bring by alphabet      
     A-R     One of the following:  Main dish, Side dish OR Salad 
     S-V Dessert 
     W-Z Bread/butter 
 
Any questions, please call:  Betty Paro 756-8835  or Joanie Bibbens  220-2570 

SAINT HILARY  
(c. 315-367) 
January 13 

Born in Poitiers, France, whose popu-
lace would later elect him bishop, 
Hilary, married and a father, was con-
verted from paganism to Christianity 
through his reading of scripture. The 
focus of his prayerful study was the 
Prologue to the Gospel according to 
John, which portrays Jesus as the di-
vine Logos, eternally begotten of the 
Father. As a result, Hilary became in 
the words of the biblical scholar 
Jerome, “the Latin Trumpet against the 
Arians,” heretics who believed Jesus to 
be merely human, not divine. In de-
fense of Christ’s divinity, Hilary was 
not only eloquent in debate but utterly 
fearless in the face of relentless perse-
cution and even exile. Thus by the wit-
ness of his own discipleship, Hilary 
taught that faith in Jesus as the divine 
Son of God has consequences. Reflect-
ing on Jesus’ challenge to his disciples, 
“You are the salt of the 
earth” (Matthew 5:13), Hilary notes 
that, as salt both preserves from cor-
ruption and adds savor to food, so must 
the faithful disciple bear a witness that, 
by word and example, leads others to 
immortality and virtuous living. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. 
Paluch Co.  

PEACE 
We should have great peace if we did 
not busy ourselves with what others 
say and do. 
—Thomas à Kempis  



12 DE ENERO 
 DE 2020 

El Bautismo del Señor  
LECTURAS DE HOY 
Primera lectura — He aquí mi siervo 
a quien he dado mi espíritu. Él les 
enseñará mi justicia a las naciones 
(Isaías 42:1-4, 6-7). 
Salmo — El Señor bendecirá a su 
pueblo con paz  (Salmo 29 [28]). 
Segunda lectura — Dios ha ungido a 
Jesús por el Espíritu Santo y el poder 
(Hechos 10:34-38). 
Evangelio — Cuando Jesús fue 
bautizado por Juan, el Espíritu Santo 
descendió sobre él (Mateo 3:13-17). 

 
LECTURAS DE LA 
SEMANA 
Lunes: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Sal 116 (115):12-
19; Mc 1:14‑20 
Martes: 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-
8abcd; Mc 1:21‑28 
Miércoles: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Sal 40 
(39):2, 5, 7-10; Mc 1:29‑39 
Jueves: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Sal 44 (43):10-
11, 14-15, 24-25; Mc 1:40‑45 
Viernes: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Sal 89 
(88):16-19; Mc 2:1‑12 
Sábado: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Sal 
21 (20):2-7; Mc 2:13‑17 
Domingo: Is 49:3, 5-6; Sal 40 (39):2, 4, 
7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34  

 
LOS SANTOS Y OTRAS 
CELEBRACIONES 
Domingo: El Bautismo del Señor 
Lunes: Primer Semana del Tiempo 
Ordinario; San Hilario 
Viernes: San Antonio 
Sábado: Bienaventurada María Virgen 
Semana de Oración por la Unidad 
Cristiana  
 

El Bautismo del Señor 
12 de enero de 2020 

Oyó una voz que decía, desde el cielo: 
“Éste es mi Hijo muy amado, 
en quien tengo mis complacencias”. 
— Mateo 3:17  

Clase de Formación para Adultos  
  SITIO:  Parroquia St James en Davis (Salón St. Patrick) 
  REGISTRO: Primer dia de clase  
  COSTO:    Gratis 
              Fechas: Del 7 de octubre a Mayo 11.    
  HORARIO:    MARTES DE 7:00 A 8:30 PM 
Únete y forma con nosotros un grupo renovado en la gracia y fe. Conoce, reflexiona 

y entiende tu fe para poder construir una profunda , personal y relevante relación 
con Dios para aplicarlo en la forma en que interactúas con tu comunidad, y con tu 

prójimo.  La clase y el material serán en español. 

INTER  
English & Spanish language Exchange 

                                    CAMBIO 
Unete a la comunidad de personas para juntos aprender español o ingles en un grupo 
de conversacion.  
Todos los niveles son bienvenidos; proveernos snacks y guardería para niños  
pequeños.  
 
INTERCAMBIO  es gratis; es una alianza de Marguerite Montgomery Elementary 
School (MME) PTA; el Departamento de Lingüística de UC Davis y la Oficina del 
Ambiente Escolar del DJUSD.  
 
Sesion de invierno: 16th de enero hasta 12th de marzo 2020.   
—Jueves por la mañana de 8:30am a 10am en la sala multipropósito de MME 
—Jueves por la tarde de 5:00pm a 6:30pm en la biblioteca MME (sala L2) 
 
Si estas interesado, simplemente ven pero si quieres saber mas, comunicate con  
nosotros: 
     Felipe Baeza (530) 761-3359; Felipe.baeza.g@gmail.com 
    Alicia Statham (530) 400-1071; alidavig@gmail.com 

Taller bilingüe: Entrenamiento para observadores legales 
15 enero 2020, 6:30-8:30 pm, Iglesia St Martin, 640 Hawthorn, Davis, 
California 
Cena gratis: RSVP Paul 510-909-5754 
Se ofrece para personas dispuestas a viajar a Dixon en caso de que 
haya alguna acción de ICE allí. No es necesario que los voluntarios 
sean bilingües. 
Patrocinado por la Red de Respuesta Rápida de Solano 

CERTEZA 
El Hijo de Dios murió; esto debe creer-
se, sin lugar a dudas, porque es absur-
do. Y fue sepultado y resucitó; esto es 
cierto porque es imposible. 
—Tertuliano 
 

UNIDAD 
La unidad es visión; debe haber sido 
parte del proceso de aprender a ver. 
―Henry Adams  



Llamado Católico Anual 2019 "Informe de Gratitud" 
 

En este Año Nuevo, mientras reflexionamos con gratitude por las muchas bendiciones 
que Dios no ha dado, los católicos de nuestra diócesis están invitados a visitar scd.org 
para ver el "Informe de gratitud" de la Campaña del 2019 Llamado Católico Anual". 
Vea cómo, juntos como católicos, los feligreses han marcado una verdadera diferencia 
para nuestro hermanos y hermanas que necesitan ayuda. Este año, más de 261,000 
personas y familias recibieron la aydua de 17 organizaciones benéficas del norte de 
California que recibieron fondos de nuestra Campaña.  
 
El Llamado Católico Anual 2019 se acerca a $3.7 millones en compromisos. Nuestra 
parroquia recibe el 25% de cualquier regalo hecho por feligreses. Si aún no ha partici-
pado, considere en oración una donación. Ninguna contribución, ningún acto de cari-

POR FAVOR NOTE: 
CALENDARIO DE ENERO & FEBRERO  

 
NO HAY CLASE DE FORMACIÓN 1/19 & 1/26 

TODAS LAS CLASSES REANUDAN 2/2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Debido al dia de MLK, no habrá salón de clase disponible. No Habra clase en las 
fechas mencionadas. Por favor siga el programa de la clase, digasus oraciones diarias 
y asista a la misa semanae las fechas mencionadas.  

 
************************************************* 
 

NO HAY CLASE DE FORMACIÓN 2/9 & 2/16 
TODAS LAS CLASSES REANUDAN 2/23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Debido al dia de los Presidentes, no habrá clases en las fechas mencionadas. Por  
favor siga el programa de la clase, digasus oraciones diarias y asista a la misa  
semanae las fechas mencionadas.  

SAN HILARIO DE  
POITIERS  
(c. 315-367)  13 de enero 
Nació en Poitiers (Francia) y durante su 
juventud abrazó el cristianismo junto 
con toda su familia. Gracias a su ejem-
plo cristiano, su misma gente lo eligió 
como obispo en el año 353. Como obis-
po destacó por su formación intelectual 
y su firmeza en la defensa de la fe, espe-
cialmente contra los arrianos, un grupo 
de cristianos que negaban la divinidad 
de Cristo. Fue desterrado a Frigia (Asia) 
en el año 356, pero esto no le impidió 
defender a la Iglesia de los ataques, de-
batiendo incluso, a los obispos arrianos. 
Debido a la firmeza y conocimiento de 
causa con que combatía a sus interlocu-
tores, los mismos arrianos pidieron al 
Emperador que lo regresara a casa, a su 
Iglesia, donde se habían mantenido fie-
les a sus enseñanzas. Con los obispos 
que habían cedido a los arrianos fue 
firme para hacerles ver sus errores, pero 
compasivo en su trato con ellos. Su celo 
por la fe, así como sus escritos le valie-
ron el título de “maestro de las Igle-
sias”. En 1851 el Papa Pío IX lo declaró 
Doctor de la Iglesia. 
—Miguel Arias, Copyright © J. S. Pa-
luch Co.  
 
ESTE ES MI HIJO MUY 
AMADO 
Con la celebración del Bautismo del 
Señor este domingo concluye el tiempo 
de Navidad. En las lecturas vemos más 
de una epifanía o manifestación del 
Espíritu de Dios en Jesús, sólo que esta 
vez ya no como niño, sino como adulto. 
El Bautismo de Jesús es también la in-
auguración de su misión profética y de 
la era mesiánica. 
En la lectura de hoy Isaías describe al 
Mesías elegido por Dios sobre el cual ha 
puesto su Espíritu. En los Hechos de los 
Apóstoles Pedro dice que “Dios ungió 
con el poder del Espíritu Santo a Jesús 
de Nazaret” (Hechos 10:38). Finalmen-
te, en las proclamación del Evangelio de 
Mateo el Bautismo de Jesús en el agua 
casi pasa desapercibido. El momento 
crucial ocurre cuando el Espíritu de 
Dios desciende sobre Jesús y una voz 
del cielo viene como un eco de las pala-
bras de Isaías: “Éste es mi Hijo muy 
amado, en quien tengo mis complacen-
cias” (Mateo 3:17). 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  
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